
22ND FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS
We love Berlin! Under the motto „Colours of Love“, we are turning the capital into a radiant stage for light art once again with 

our 22nd edition from October 9 to 18, 2026. On ten evenings, each from 7 p.m. to 11 p.m., around 40 historic monuments, 

famous buildings, and popular squares will transform into an open gallery full of magical light moments.

The 22nd Festival of Lights is under the patronage of the Governing Mayor of Berlin.

Since 2005, the Festival of Lights has been one of the highlights of Berlin‘s cultural calendar, delighting an audience of millions 

anew every year. The passion project of organizer Birgit Zander is a glowing homage to Berlin. Thanks to the strong support 

of our partners, the festival has been free and accessible to everyone since the very first year.

„With great pleasure, we invite Berliners and guests from all over the world to experience the magic of light art up close.“

Warmest regards,

Yours

RADIANT | CAPTIVATING | EXTRAODINARY

s
Around 80 artists, designers, and creatives from 11 countries

are participating in this year‘s Festival of Lights.

OUR MOTTO
COLOURS OF LOVE

With the 22nd FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS, the German capital is 

once again transforming into Europe‘s largest open-air gallery. 

Exciting light installations await discovery at around 40 special 

locations and squares. With great attention to detail, we blend 

light, art, and music with new perspectives, making Berlin‘s 

landmarks shine and our guests‘ hearts beat faster. This time, 

everything revolves around the most poetic yet profound 

feeling of all: love.

The 2026 Festival of Lights is once again made possible by 

numerous partners and sponsors, with McDonald‘s as our 

main sponsor.

22th FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS
9-18 October 2026

PROGRAM 2026

GET INTERACTIVE
AT THE KONZERTHAUS

The facade of the Konzerthaus transforms into a giant, digital 

interactive experience with the show ‚Guestlings.‘ The more people 

participate and upload their self-created Guestling avatars onto the 

building‘s facade, the denser, more colorful, and more vibrant the artwork becomes. This is how a massive digital guestbook is 

created. In addition, the charming 3D video mapping show ‚Listen to my love‘ tells a heartwarming story about the power of love.

Paint what you love

Love is also the theme of the projection motifs in the children‘s art 

project ‚Paint what you love.‘ Among the participants are children, 

teenagers, and young adults from the Björn Schulz Foundation, 

who have painted their favorite subjects. Whether it‘s a favorite toy, 

pets, or colorful patterns, the drawings make the building shine with 

countless small, loving moments of happiness. The result is a vibrant 

symbol of life‘s everyday joys—both big and small—right in the heart 

of the city.

The Festival of Lights sincerely thanks Life360 and the Björn Schulz 

Foundation.

Create your
at the
Konzerthaus

Germany‘s tallest landmark becomes a giant 

stage for love! Under the motto ‚Colours 

of Love,‘ six national and international 

artist studios wrap the Berlin TV Tower in a 

spectacular cloak of colors, shapes, and 

emotions.

Magic Innovations, Lumine Projections, 

RawScope Vision, Mary Gouldsbrough, 

relative.berlin, and The Fox, The Folks 

bring the tower‘s iconic silhouette to life with a 

firework of colorful patterns, pulsating shapes, 

and imaginative animations.

A glowing symbol above the city rooftops for 

what connects us!

With these visual creations on the TV Tower, 

we extend our heartfelt thanks to McDonald‘s, 

Ferrero Rocher, Klarna, NVIDIA, Kearney, 

GASAG, and BSR.

BERLIN TV TOWER
ELEVATED FEELINGS
OVER BERLIN

The Oberbaum Bridge sends ‚Greetings of love over the Spree.‘ 

Its striking brick architecture with characteristic towers becomes 

a fascinating interplay of light and shadow, vibrant animations, 

and innovative art that also plunges the waters of the Spree into 

a romantic sea of lights.

The Festival of Lights sincerely thanks McDonald‘s, which as 

the festival‘s main partner supports the artistic installations of no 

fewer than five well-known Berlin landmarks: the Brandenburg 

Gate, the Berlin TV Tower, the Kollhoff Tower at Potsdamer Platz, 

the Hotel de Rome, and the Oberbaum Bridge.

OBERBAUM BRIDGE
LOVE MESSAGES OVER THE SPREE

As one of its greatest landmarks, the Berlin Cathedral 

at the Lustgarten once again becomes a monumental 

canvas for expressive art. Twelve multifaceted, large-

scale light projections make the gigantic facade shine 

under the theme ‚Colours of Love.‘ 

At the same time, the event series ‚Beyond the Light‘ 

and ‚Festival of Lights in Concert‘ bring the unique 

architecture of the interior to life.

BERLIN CATHEDRAL
FROM HISTORICAL 
BUILDING TO 
COLORFUL ARTWORK

BEBELPLATZ
A PANORAMA OF LIGHT
Bebelplatz transforms into a sparkling stage for breathtaking 

light art. Nestled in this historic backdrop, several architectural 

masterpieces meet in perfect harmony:

In past years, the State Opera Unter den Linden has already been 

a place for powerful words and inspiring messages. Its magnificent 

facade becomes a very special symbol of togetherness, glowing 

with a single, universal word in various languages and scripts from 

around the world: ‚Love.‘

Right next to it, St. Hedwig‘s Cathedral glows in a 

particularly colorful splendor. The vibrant projection on the 

historic building celebrates what defines us as a society: 

our diversity.

Thousands of glowing pearls, elegant gold tones, and 

shimmering purple crystals transform the Baroque facade 

of the Faculty of Law Humboldt University into a precious 

jewel.

On the historic facade of Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, 
light becomes a voice for one of our most precious 
assets: ‚Art and science, research and teaching are 
free.‘ A powerful artistic statement for cosmopolitanism, 
democracy, and the relentless freedom of the mind.

In addition, the Zagreb Tourist Board and the WWF are 
presenting a visually stunning video show titled ‚We are 
all connected‘.

IMPORTANT MESSAGES
HUMBOLDT UNIVERSITY OF BERLIN

At every Festival of Lights, Potsdamer Platz transforms anew into a radiant 

highlight full of surprising light art installations. Where modern architecture 

and urban dynamics meet, the entire area turns into a glowing open-air 

gallery.

On the Kollhoff Tower, the projection 

‚AURORA VITA‘ dynamically brings 

the building‘s massive architecture 

to life. Complemented by the Forum 

Tower and a colorful ground projection, 

the entire area becomes a stage.

In Alte Potsdamer Straße, the 

floating butterflies of the installation 

‚Papillons‘ by Pitaya cast a spell 

over visitors, while fascinating analog 

projection art is showcased at the 

historic Haus Huth. Finally, inside The 

Playce, the elegant ‚Large Diamond‘ 

sets a glamorous highlight.

POTSDAMER PLATZ THE HIGHLIGHTS

The Ritz-Carlton, Berlin + P5

A touch of the Roaring Twenties settles over The Ritz-Carlton, 

Berlin. An elegant champagne pyramid merges with fine glass 

crystals and shimmering Art Deco elements. The facade of the 

5-star hotel transforms into a sparkling total work of art full of 

dynamism and elegance, while the adjacent P5 turns into an 

unmissable, joyful statement of love and zest for life made of 

countless colorful hearts.

ART-DECO & LOVE

In the Center at Potsdamer Platz, a supersized house of cards 

awaits you. The glowing art piece ‚House of Cards‘ presents an 

impressive installation of 126 oversized playing cards as a living 

structure made of light. The house of cards does not represent 

fragility, but rather the courage to try something new, to grow 

beyond oneself layer by layer, and to trust one another.

HOUSE OF CARDS

Inside the Berlin Cathedral, visitors can experience the perfect 

symbiosis of 3D projections and electronic sounds. Moving away 

from their usual club sets, renowned DJs and artists Alle Farben, 

Klangkarussell, Westbam, Anja Schneider, Chris Bekker, and Ukai 

Ndame will transform the Berlin Cathedral from October 13 to 17 

into a spectacular total work of art composed of light, ambient 

sound, and emotion.

FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS
IN CONCERT

13-17 OCTOBER BERLIN CATHEDRAL

A total of eight 30-minute 3D video shows make the interior of 

the cathedral shine in spectacular colors and elaborate effects, 

accompanied by gentle background music from Good Vibes Tribe 11:11.

TICKET DEAL
2-FOR-1 SPECIAL: 2 tickets for the price of 1 (€28 instead of €56) 

with the CODE: 2F1FOL26

Only available in online advance sales. Tickets are limited.

NEW: BEYOND THE 
LIGHT - REFLECTIONS
9-11 OCTOBER BERLIN CATHEDRAL

TICKETS

TICKETS

HOTEL DE ROME
VIDEO ART TO DREAM BY
As one of the festival‘s greatest highlights, Bebelplatz is once again transforming into an impressive backdrop for light 
art. Where Berlin‘s city history usually meets magnificent architecture, festival nights create a unique blend of historic 
charm, urban energy, and glowing contemporary art.

This year, the Hotel de Rome presents a particularly 
imaginative and dreamy side. Its imposing facade 
becomes a large-scale canvas for a fairytale world 
of imagery. Colorful explosions of color and playful 
animal motifs meet vividly told stories. Loving 
details, glowing mythical creatures, and floral 
patterns can be discovered everywhere.

The Festival of Lights sincerely thanks McDonald‘s, 
Ferrero Rocher, Klarna, Life360, Sephora, 
visitBerlin, and the Zagreb Tourist Board.

BRANDENBURG GATE
FOL CONTEST 2026: THE THREE FINALISTS

On arguably Berlin‘s most famous landmark, the festival motto ‚Colours of Love‘ is brought to life with striking impact. 
The Brandenburg Gate becomes the stage for the ‚Festival of Lights Contest,‘ featuring spectacular 3D video mappings 
by international artists and creative teams from Spain, China, and Hungary. Their impressive artworks use the world-
famous backdrop for a creative and fascinating interplay of colors, shapes, and motion. From October 9 to 18, you have 
the opportunity to vote online for the submitted designs on our website. The results and the award ceremony for the 
winner will be announced on October 19.

The Festival of Lights sincerely thanks McDonald‘s. In addition, on October 17 at 7:00 PM, in cooperation with 
SEBRACON, the Brandenburg Gate will be illuminated in a zebra pattern as a symbol for the visibility of rare diseases.

sínoca (SP) studio zoltan varga (HU) skgplus (CN)

BERLIN CATHEDRAL

CLICK HERE FOR OUR TRAILER 2026

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WhG7tLazn_c
https://festival-of-lights.de/en/programme-2026/
https://festival-of-lights.de/en/programme-2026/berlin-cathedral/
https://festival-of-lights.de/en/inconcert-2026-2/
https://festival-of-lights.de/en/beyond-the-light/


A touch of the Roaring Twenties moves into the Nikolai 

Quarter: In parallel with the final season of the hit 

German series ‚Babylon Berlin,‘ the corner building on 

Rathausstraße becomes a canvas for a visually stunning 

video projection. It features images of the former Israel 

department store, Alexanderplatz as it looked in the 

1920s, and the building that once housed the legendary 

‚Moka Efti‘ dance café.

Around the Nikolai Church, the art installation ‚Angels of Love‘ allows visitors 

to look like a 1920s show star themselves. Five ‚Angels of Love‘ can be 

found throughout the Nikolai Quarter. In front of the Nikolai Church, the light 

installation ‚Prima Ballerina‘ brings a classic music box back to life.

These highlights are made possible by WBM Wohnungsbaugesellschaft 

Berlin-Mitte.

THE ROARING 
TWENTIES 
NIKOLAI QUARTER

LIGHT, CAMERA,
ACTION – JOIN US!
PHOTO CONTEST 2026

2025

Photo: Tom
 Thom

as

When Berlin transforms into a glowing sea of colors and 
emotions, unforgettable moments are created. To capture 
these special perspectives, we are once again calling on 
professional photographers and ambitious photography 
enthusiasts this year to submit their most creative and magical 
impressions.

In addition to our Instagram photo contest during the 
festival, our official photo contest will also take place. 
Following the festival, a qualified expert jury will select the 
most impressive images. First-class prizes in the fields of 
photography, travel, and lifestyle await the winners.

A heartfelt thank you goes to our valued partners who 
make these high-quality prizes possible: the Zagreb Tourist 
Board, Life360, the nhow Hotel, Foto Meyer, the Hotel Adlon 
Kempinski, Applaus Kulturproduktionen and Magni Boutique 
Hotel, and the Berlin TV Tower.

Click here for all information on how to participate.

On the occasion of the reopening of the Pergamon Museum 

on June 4, 2027, a roughly three-minute projection will be 

shown on the museum‘s future interim entrance on Museum 

Island. It takes visitors on a journey through the museum‘s 

ten-year renovation phase, 

showcasing the changes to the 

building and its architecture 

through impressive photographs 

by Alexander Schippel. The 

presentation intertwines the 

history of the renovation with a 

glimpse of what awaits visitors 

upon its reopening next year.

The best view of the projection is from the opposite bank of the 

Spree in Monbijoupark. From there, the illuminated facade of 

the Pergamon Museum becomes visible while simultaneously 

reflecting in the water.

On the Spree side of Museum 

Island, the historic colonnades 

of the Alte Nationalgalerie 

serve as a glowing backdrop 

for vibrant projections. The 

presentation blends the 

historic architecture of Museum 

Island with modern light art, 

staging the architecture in an 

impressive way.

THE PERGAMON MUSEUM
& ALTE NATIONALGALERIE

DISCOVER NEW PLACES

OTHER HIGHLIGHTS 
Festival of Lights locations can also be discovered in various Berlin neighborhoods: 

For example, the Funkturm is once again spectacularly illuminated to mark 

its 100th anniversary, alongside the John Jahr Haus, St. Mary‘s Church 

(Marienkirche) Alexanderplatz, and Rathauspark Lichtenberg (on October 9 

only).

Other exciting highlights include the ‚EXPERIENCE EUROPE‘ exhibition at the European House Berlin, the Street Art Festival 

at Alexanderplatz, and experiential tours through the Olympia Stadium featuring two exclusive light shows with music. 

LIGHTSEEING TOURS
Whether on foot, by boat, or by bus – in cooperation with trained, expert local guides and 

tour operators, you can experience the illuminated festival highlights from a whole new 

perspective. Immerse yourself in the world of light with Berlin‘s finest guides and discover 

fascinating stories and backgrounds behind the artworks that transform the city into a 

colorful sea of lights. The Lightseeing Tours at the Festival of Lights 2025 are presented 

by visitBerlin – the primary point of contact for tourism and conventions in Berlin.

For more information, click here.

POSTBAHNHOF
Colorful streams of light and dynamic network elements flow 

across the historic brick facade of the Postbahnhof. This high-

intensity lighting presentation honors the Postbahnhof as a 

former transportation hub while simultaneously celebrating it as 

a modern ‚New Work Station.‘

PORT OF THE FUTURE: THF 
At the site of the former Tempelhof Airport, the THF Tower 

becomes the setting for a 3D video mapping show that stages 

the historic structure as a glowing monument of change. 

Entitled ‚Future Port,‘ the facade is step-by-step reimagined. 

A masterful interplay of history, architecture, and vision makes 

the transformation of this special place tangible.

WESTIN GRAND HOTEL 
The Westin Grand Hotel on the corner of Friedrichstraße 

transforms into a sea of bright yellow sunflowers and countless 

colorful butterflies.

HIT THE DANCEFLOOR

FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS CLUB NIGHTS
When the facades in Berlin go dark again, the lights turn on in our partner 

clubs—and the party really gets started! Together with OM Consult & Event, we 

are extending the Festival of Lights in the capital into the early morning hours. At 

the new Festival of Lights Club Nights, light and the legendary Berlin beat merge 

in selected clubs into a perfect symbiosis that captures the city‘s incomparable 

vibe and brings it straight to the dance floor.

These events are independently organized by our partner. If you have any 

questions, please contact OM Consult & Event.

Not far from the Brandenburg Gate, the Victory 

Column rises as a monumental eye-catcher in the 

Großer Tiergarten. During the Festival of Lights, the 

iconic structure comes to life with a fascinating 3D 

video show through magical contrasts and extreme 

worlds.

VICTORY COLUMN
360 DEGREES
COLOURS OF LOVE

The Festival of Lights is created, organized, and produced with great joy, pride, and love by  
ZANDER & PARTNER EVENT-MARKETING GMBH

We would like to express our sincere gratitude to all our employees and, in particular, 

to all our supporters, partners, friends, and the countless people who share our vision.

THANK YOU!

Illuminos | Vanessa Cardui | The Fox, The Folks | RE:SORB | OKO | Otto Schade | Susan Gurnee | John Tettenborn | Benjamin 

Vogel | Hanns Schmelzer | Pedro Becerra | Chris Noelle | Frederike Margraf | Daniel Margraf | Mark Stalschus | Studio Eigengrau 

| relative.berlin | RÖMER WILDBERGER | Flamyngus | Sínoca | SKGPLUS | Studio Zoltan Varga | Bernd E. Gengelbach | Stefan 

Sell | Magic Innovations | Lumine Projections | Rawscope Vision | Mary Gouldsbrough | Betty Mü | Gita Kurdpoor | Chema Siscar | 

Lightspray Visual | Li Cheng | Albane Chaumet | Morgane Philippe | Pitaya | Gaston Zahr | Tom Braunschedel | Selim Kilinc | Joe Cahill

HOTEL PARTNER

ARTISTS

MEDIA PARTNER

Alle Farben | Westbam | Anja Schneider | Chris Bekker | Klangkarussell | Ukai Ndame

FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS IN CONCERT

https://festival-of-lights.de/en/photo-contest-2026/
https://festival-of-lights.de/en/lightseeing/
Clubnights - Festival of Lights - OM Consult & Event



